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Dordt posts record enrollment, largest freshmen class
Zac VanderLey– Staff Writer
Greg Van Dyke remembers a five-to-sixday freshman orientation during his first year
at Dordt in 1998. The college’s brick buildings
still covered campus back then. While Dordt
has added the Campus Center, a nursing wing,
and other buildings to campus since Van
Dyke’s college years, the university’s focus on
cultivating a holistic, Christian community has
remained the same.
“Dordt feels like home, a place you can
trust,” said Van Dyke, now Dordt’s director of
admissions.
On Tuesday, Sept. 7, Dordt reported 424
freshmen on campus for its fall semester—its
largest freshman class since 1988 (439). The
university also posted a record total enrollment
of 1,786 students. In 1998, the majority of
Dordt’s freshmen class came from a select
ten high schools. This year’s class represents
around 235 different secondary education
institutions.
“There is a spot on the application where
students can list why they are coming,” said
Brandon Huisman, Dordt’s vice president of
enrollment and marketing, “The number of
students who check faith formation blows me
away.”
Dordt has built upon four strong years
of retaining students. Huisman credits the
campus community’s response to COVID-19
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(continuing in-person classes, in-person
campus visits, creation of the Hope Fund, and
in-person classes) as a primary reason behind
an increase in enrollment for the 2021 academic
year.
Because of the record enrollment, Dordt
has gotten creative with student housing

Dordt issues preparedness
email after tornado threat
Dayna Wichhart—Staff Writer

assignments. There are ten male upperclassmen
living in B.J Haan’s old house between West and
North Hall (including his great-great nephew).
Also, a handful of underclassmen reside in East
Campus and graduate assistants live in a house
across the street from campus.
These packed-full living quarters give

reason for a new residence hall, but the Birth
Dearth looms as an obstacle for future growth.
The “Birth Dearth” refers to the phenomena
caused by the 2008 financial crisis that resulted
in a decrease in births from 2007-2013.
“The Great Recession did not simply delay
births—it eliminated them,” said Nathan
Grawe, a professor of economics at Carleton
University.
With consideration to region and
demographic, colleges across the country will
experience the effects of this phenomenon
around the year of 2025 as this diminished
generation of children reaches post-secondary
age. Grawe expects prestigious colleges like
Harvard to continue without loss, given the
number of applicants the college turns down.
But colleges with smaller markets in regions
affected by the Birth Dearth may see lower
enrollment numbers.
Huisman remains optimistic of Dordt’s
future, given their full classes, strong retention
rate of 76 percent (above the national average of
61.1 percent), and full housing.
“There isn’t one silver bullet where I can
say it was that initiative,” Huisman siad,
“That’s why it’s crucial to have an innovative
team that thinks well.” Huisman said of Dordt’s
enrollment increase of three percentage points
per year.
An estimated 30 percent of Dordt’s student
Cont. on pg. 2

Dordt begins fall semester
with 46 percent of study
body vaccinated
Elise Wennberg– Staff Writer
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At around 1 a.m. in his East Campus
apartment, senior Ian Nelson fell asleep. An
alarm from his phone startled him awake.
“TORNADO WARNING in this area until
1:30 a.m.,” The phone read.
Nelson woke his roommates to inform them
of the situation and knocked on neighboring
apartment doors.
The campus—students and staff—was
asleep. For those whose phone did not wake
them, the wind and rain blew and poured
without their notice. The Sioux Center tornado
sirens did not sound, even as severe weather
battered nearby towns.
The radar showed weather patterns ideal for
a tornado. Nothing touched down.
At Dordt University, confusion ruled at
that early Friday morning. Derek Buteyn,
the associate dean of students and director of
residence life, said RAs, CDAs, and LCAs are
equipped to handle situations with inclement
weather and know how to locate their respective
tornado shelters. It’s all part of their residence
life training, according to Buteyn.

“We don’t run any drills,” Buteyn said. “But
they are aware of how to manage a crisis.”
That night, Buteyn texted leaders
instructions, mobilizing RAs and CDAs to
gather up their floors and wings and lead them
into the basements of their residence halls.
When Nelson walked to his apartment’s
tornado shelter, he met a locked door. In the
moment, he did not worry—his apartment
resided on the lowest level of East Campus. But,
the following morning, he voiced his concerns
about the locked tornado shelter to Buteyn.
“Those doors are always locked,” Buteyn
said. “That’s where we store our HVAC systems
and computer servers, so keeping those doors
unlocked would not be a good idea.”
The following afternoon, Buteyn sent
an email to all Dordt students explaining
procedures and tornado shelters for each
building on campus. But to some, the email
seemed like something staff had forgotten to
send out earlier.
Cont. on pg. 7

While COVID-19 continues to threaten
human life across the country, some pockets
of America are returning to an inkling of
normalcy. This semester, Dordt University is
hoping to be one of those insular areas. For
school administrators, a precedented school
year requires balancing as-planned campus
operations with student and community health.
Last year, Vice President Howard Wilson
chaired the university’s COVID-19 task force.
With the task force having dissolved last spring,
chief of staff Aaron Baart and dean of students
Robert Taylor will now handle on-campus
matters related to the pandemic. Baart and
Taylor’s new position has included adjusting to
the rise of local COVID-19 cases caused by the
Delta Variant.
“The primary thing that we are trying to do
is really stay close to our health partners and
making sure that we’re working in tandem
with them.” Taylor said. “I think today alone I
probably exchanged at least eight emails with
our Sioux Center Health.”
From July to August, COVID-19 cases at
Sioux Center Health have quadrupled from 11
to 44, according to Siouxland Proud. In nearby
Sioux Falls, daily case numbers for the month
of August tracked at a higher average than last
year’s. They’re rising too. On Sept. 1, Sioux
County reported 43 new COVID-19 cases—its
highest one-day total since Dec. 2, 2020 (53).

According to Cory Nelson, CEO of Sioux
Center Health, the county’s low vaccine rates
are contributing to the pandemic’s relative rise.
As of Sept. 6, 35 percent of Sioux County has
reported a fully vaccinated status. The number
sits nearly 20 percentage points lower than the
national average and is fifth lowest in the state.
At Dordt, vaccination status outpaces the
local community, but still remains under the
national average. Baart reports 46 percent of
on-campus students have received at least one
dose of a COVID-19 vaccination.
Though Dordt required students to receive
a vaccine or submit a negative COVID-19 test
upon returning to campus, they are not requiring
vaccination. The administration said
Cont. on pg. 7
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Dordt posts record
First Mondays speaker’s call
enrollment, largest freshmen to love
class cont.
Lexi Schnaser—Staff Writer
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body are legacy students: those whose parents
or close siblings graduated from Dordt. Some
students have other distant family connections.
Andrew Eisenga, a freshmen agriculture major,
heard about Dordt as he grew up, even visiting
campus to see his brothers. Eisenga’s two older
brothers and mother both graduated from Dordt.
“It seems like everybody likes being here
and wants to be here,” Eisenga said.
Eisenga found the professors and students
at Dordt easier to talk to compared to other
colleges he visited. He also chose Dordt because
of the pro-tech program. It was something less
classroom and a little more hands on.”
In addition to students with family
connections, this year’s new class of students
includes 26 international students, 26 transfer
students, and 13 returning students.
A returning student is an individual who
enrolled at Dordt, left, and then returned.
Ashley Rothmeier, a junior psychology major,

started at Dordt in the fall of 2019 and left the
university the following spring in part due to
COVID-19. She also had friends studying in the
agriculture department at nearby South Dakota
State University, so she transferred. Rothmeier
struggled with the secular atmosphere at SDSU
and didn’t find the academic opportunities she
hoped for.
“I missed the personal relationships and
the professors caring about my well-being,”
Rothmeier said. “I felt God calling me back.”
Rothmeier recalls walking into the
Commons to eat on one of her first days back on
campus. She did not know anyone and expected
to sit by herself as she dished up her meal. But
as she walked to an open table, some students
asked her sit with them.
“[At Dordt] You’re more than a number,”
Rothmeier said.

Record enrollment
consequential for Dordt
financials
Georgia Lodewyk—Staff Writer
Every year Dordt University arrives with a
new set of firsts. This 2021-2022 academic year
is no different. Dordt’s record-high enrollment
brings new opportunities and potential
challenges to the institution—from housing
to Core 100 professors. But, while enrollment
continues to rise year after year, Dordt’s net
tuition revenue remains flat.
Stephanie Baccam, vice president for finance
& risk management, attributes multiple reasons
to this development, including the additional
expenses that accompany a large, incoming
freshman class.
“Even though you have more students and
you’re sending them a bill, only a portion of
that is true revenue because of financial aid.”
Baccam said.
Dordt has hired more professors and
increased their food supply at the Commons
and Grille to accommodate for more hungry
brains and mouths. These costs cut away at
the institution’s true profit. Still, while most
businesses worry about these numbers, Dordt’s
case is different.
“We don’t target to make money as an
institution, but we do have to target to break
even,” Baccam said.
Dordt decides on the tuition rate for the
upcoming year in October. Then, they break
down the numbers: How many students will
graduate? How many students, including
incoming freshmen, will enroll in the fall? It’s
like guessing from a crystal ball, Baccam jokes.
Though tuition increases are to be counted
on (ideally no more than 3 percent a year,
Baccam says), Dordt’s discount prices increase

along with it. These financial aid awards aim to
draw students away from competing colleges
with equally substantial discounts.
As scholarship opportunities continue
to rise, Dordt also provides aid through the
supplemental data form students fill out yearly.
Each year, Dordt doles out one million dollars
in annual scholarships. Huisman says these
scholarships promote to campus growth but
take from away from the college’s revenue.
Both Huisman and Baccam believe the cost is
worthy of the expense.
“We’ve had full dorms here on campus and
we’ve had full classrooms, Huisman said. “And
we think that is a healthier campus community
for us so we’re going to do everything we can to
keep it that way,”
In addition, donor funding also provides
money for named scholarships and aid, along
with support for Dordt’s building projects.
In the past, donors have completely funded
projects like the $20 million construction of
the Science and Technology Center. This year,
donors have given over $900,000 in endowment
scholarships to students.
“A big thing that we are very grateful for
is our donors,” Baccam said. “Every year I’ve
been here, our donations continue to grow.”
Looking toward the future, Dordt hopes to
continue to keep tuition costs down for students
while also building a yearly budget that allows
the university to break even and continue to
grow as an institution.

On Monday, Sept. 6th, the B.J. Haan found
itself host to the first of the Andreas Center’s
First Mondays speakers for the academic year.
Dordt University’s own professor of social
work, Dr. Abby Foreman, gave a message of
finding hope and civility amidst differences.
The First Mondayss Speaker Series offers
presentations on the First Mondays of each
month, aiming to bring “thinkers, writers,
and cultural leaders to Dordt to discuss with
the campus and broader community ideas
that will stretch our imaginations, grow our
understanding, and help us re-form our world
in God-honoring ways,” according to Dordt
University’s website. There will be two more
First Mondays presentations this semester:
Dr. Jennifer Powell McNutt on Sept. 27 and
Andrew Peterson on Nov. 1.
Foreman addressed various types of
differences a community may engage in —
differences between individual people groups,
confessional differences, unique cultures and
contexts, and structural differences. Some
differences can be positive, like ones that
happen through structural pluralism allowing
for different associations, institutions, and
societal structures in communities. Other times
differences may be harder to overcome, yet
Christians are still called to love well in the
public sphere.
For those who could not attend the First
Mondays presentation, Foreman sends the
message to simply love one’s neighbor.
“You know, we’re called to love each other
well. [In] Galatians 5 Paul says, to be free
in Christ is to then use that freedom to serve
others. Then thinking about how we can do that
in our organizations, in the ways in which we
behave in our communities, how are we fair?
How are we respecting other people, how are
we accounting for their needs, how are we
allowing them to be a part of conversation and
really opening up to be good neighbors, even
when you have valid differences. As Christians,
we have a real responsibility to pay attention to
how we’re loving others.”
First Mondays presentations have been a
required attendance for CORE-100 students,

and they will be joined this year by CORE-399
students.
“Starting two summers ago we were already
having conversations about CORE-399 and
[advanced reformed thought] classes,” Dr. Jeff
Ploegstra, director of the Core program, said.
“How those fit together, and whether those
are supposed to be interdisciplinary or trans
disciplinary or post-disciplinary.”
“One of the things we decided was a
big value to incorporate in CORE-399 was
actually having people from diverse disciplines
interacting.”
In laypeople’s terms, the goal of CORE399 is to take everything students have learned
throughout their time at Dordt and help students
understand how their field of study can relate to
greater cultural concerns in post-Dordt life.
“The First Mondays Speaker Series really
exists to bring preeminent people who are
recognized as careful and influential thinkers
on a topic that’s relevant right now right to our
campus and give our students in our community
a chance to interact with them,” Ploegstra said.
“They are people who are acutely aware of
the issues at play, and I think that it’s a great
resource for not only our students but also for
community members and faculty.”
Students in CORE-399 are expected to attend
and respond to the First Mondays presentations
each month, as well as participate in Q & A
panels with Dordt faculty in the following
weeks. The faculty will be professors from
varying disciplines who, in their own studies,
have interacted with the issue the presenter
discussed.
Through the First Mondays Speaker Series,
students of all ages, disciplines, and interests
can interact with prominent thinkers and faculty
in various fields. Foreman’s call — and, more
broadly, Dordt’s call — to make space for
others with differences in local communities
is an age-old one that each member of Dordt’s
community can live out in their own unique
ways.

A gospel chorus of
community
Emma Bennett—Staff Writer
The word ‘community’ can mean different
things. For some it is family, for others it may
be church or a sports team.
Community can also be a choir. That is why,
when news that a gospel choir would be coming
to the Sioux Center community, people from
every walk of life entered Dordt University’s
very own choir room.
While coming in, people offered warm
greetings to their neighbors. After getting the
chance to mingle, leaders Carey Luce and
Geraldine Latty started rehearsal.
The style of gospel that the group learned
is known as contemporary gospel, which means
that the choir is split into three parts: sopranos,
altos, and the male part. Before dividing them
up, however, Latty plunged her performers
right into a song, which was a jazzy and upbeat
spiritual that got everyone moving in their seats.
Since sheet music is not typically a part of
the gospel style, Latty sings each line part by
part, which the choir listens to and sings back. In
addition to the choir’s voices, the piano played
by Luce and a drum carried on rhythm in the
background, while singers received instruction.
There were few moments of silence in
between breaks; excited chatter filled every
pause, and applause echoed around the room
after every part finished their line, every soloist
finished their part, and pointedly after the
gentlemen sang, who were prone to respond

with shyness.
Singers were enamored by Latty’s humor
and passionate, encouraging spirit. She smiled
the whole time and gushed whenever the group
added any extra flare to the lines. Whenever
there was silence, she filled it with prayers
and gratitude for being able to travel and be
there. After the rehearsal, the directors were
surrounded by happy adults, grateful students,
offers to drive them home, or to have dinner
sometime.
As learned this past year, community is
crucial for the human spirit to be happy and
grow. Luce and Latty are dedicated to bringing
together groups of people who would never
interact otherwise, as well as give the graduated
Dordt community something they miss doing:
praise the Lord through song.
The leaders encouraged this positivity by
asking how everyone felt, telling people to
turn to their neighbor and say, “I’m so glad you
came.”
“When [do] you have a room full of seniors
and students and community and people who
are total strangers?” Latty said. “It’s already
way beyond us.”

Sports
Friday night lights
Corina Beimers— Staff Writer
The Dordt University soccer field, usually
dark past 8 p.m., lit up on Aug. 11. Players,
coaches, donors, and others from the community
gathered for a lighting ceremony that gave
power to the stadium lights for the first time.
For years, Dordt University has boasted
one of the most pristine pitches within a 500mile radius. In 2017, a grandstand was added.
Since then, the facility has been missing one
thing: lights. A year ago, the addition of lights
wasn’t high on the team’s priority list, but this
change became important after considering the
difference it could make.
Previously, the setting of the sun dictated
kickoff times for games. This meant that midweek games took place in the afternoons, which
resulted in missed classes for players of both
home and away teams.
“The ramifications of adding lights was great
from the student side,” said Alex Durbin, head
coach of the women’s soccer team. “We want
our student-athletes to be in class all day and be
able to come out for the game afterwards.”
The nighttime possibility of games creates
for a better in-game atmosphere for both players
and fans. In the past, many potential fans used
to work or participate in other activities during
the soccer games. Now, family members and
classmates can watch their student athletes
compete.
“It was a very generic experience for our
student athletes,” said Ross Douma, Dordt’s
athletic director.
The lights add to the fans’ favorite aspect
of the game: the atmosphere and sense of
community.
On Sept. 3, the Dordt soccer teams received
their first taste of a home game under the lights.
“The girls are excited to have that
opportunity,” Durbin said. “They are blessed
and thankful to the donors and people who are
behind the scenes making these things happen.”
The women won the first Friday night
game, defeating Graceland 3-0. The men lost to
Graceland 1-6.

“The lights brought more people to the
game from the community, “Hannah Glynn,
team captain and Dordt senior, said. “It’s cool
to see Dordt caring more about soccer.”
The stadium lights also enhance Dordt
soccer’s recruiting capabilities and decrease
injury risk. In the 2020 season, the programs
tested flexing games to the evenings by
playing across the street at Open Space Park
Football Field. This meant playing on turf.
Consequentially, running on turf only increases
the odds of injury in a sport that already
contains many ACL injuries.
For recruitment, the facilities a university
offers plays a big role in the recruit’s college
decision. Enabling one of the nicest fields in
the Midwest for around-the-clock utilization
can only boost Dordt’s recruiting capabilities.
“Now adding lights to the facility, we are
well above anyone else in the GPAC,” Durbin
said.
The Dordt soccer program will continue to
grow as construction on the American State
Bank Complex dome starts. Work for the new
indoor turf begins this fall at the Heritage
Village site. Although, most of the work will
begin in the spring when the frost is out of
the ground. The dome is scheduled to reach
completion in the fall of 2022.
“We hope that [the dome] will help add to
the culture here at Dordt not only in the way of
providing future soccer players, but also fans
who have a better knowledge and desire to go
watch the sport,” Douma said.
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The trail ahead: Cross
country preview
Isabel Pheifer— Staff Writer

Dordt University’s cross country squads
have big shoes to fill after an impressive 2020
season where both the men’s and women’s
teams finished as GPAC champions. Their
head coach, Nate Wolf, is excited about what
this year has to offer.
“They work hard, support each other, and
are coachable,” Wolf said. “It is a group you
look forward to seeing each day.”
The Dordt women enter this season ranked
sixth in the NAIA, while the men kick off the
year in the number thirteen spot. Both boast the
highest slots of any team in the GPAC, largely
thanks to both squads returning a majority of
their runners.
“We will have several athletes that were
freshmen or sophomores last year that will
have a big impact on this year’s team,” Wolf
said. “Several of the men and women took
really good steps during the spring track and
field season and then built on that as they head
into this fall.”
For the men, nine out of the ten of their
GPAC Championship team are back for another
go at the title. In particular, look out for junior
Joe Anderson, senior Nic Veldhorst, and senior
Jacob Vander Plaats to make an impact on the
course as these three finished in the top 70 at
the NAIA Championship last year.
It’s much of the same for the women,
who also return nine of the ten from last
year’s GPAC Championship unit. This group
also took an eighth-place finish at the NAIA
Championship. Jessica Kampman, a junior,
finished thirty-first at that race a year ago and

is hoping for an equally successful season this
fall. Also, make note of junior Taylor Anema,
the reigning GPAC champion, senior Eden
Winslow, and junior Bethany Ten Haken. These
women all took home fifteenth place or better at
the GPAC Championship last year.
An exciting group of freshmen also joins the
team this year (nine for the men and seven for
the women).
“We really like our freshmen.” Wolf said.
“Both teams have a large number of returners,
which will keep the pressure low for them and
allow them to focus on their training over the
course of the entire year.”
The teams’ mantra for this year? Taking each
day at a time.
“We have not talked much about the end
of the season at this point,” Wolf said. “Right
now, our main focus is on quality training each
day and maintaining daily habits that can lead
to quality recovery, allowing our bodies to
respond to the training stimulus, strengthen, and
come back and train at a higher level.”
The Defenders opened their season in Sioux
Falls, S.D. at the Auggie Twilight: a nighttime
race with multiple thousands of runners ranging
from Division One universities to high school
JV teams. For the women, Kampman finished
tenth overall.
“I just tried to stick with them as best I
could,” Kampman said about staying in the
front of the pack of 329 runners in her division.
“There is a little bit of stop and go at times”
For the men, Davis Tebben highlighted with
a twenty-third place finish.
“It felt insane,” Tebben said. “All you can do
in a race like this is react. You can’t have much
strategy; you just have to do the next thing. And
if the next thing means you’re passing some
of these guys from big schools… that’s really,
really motivating.”
The men’s and women’s cross country
seasons will conclude with the GPAC
championship in Orange City, Iowa on Nov. 6
and the national championship in Vancouver,
Washington on Nov. 19.

Dordt volleyball kicks off their
season in Idaho
Minnesota Vikings preseason
preview
Ella de Jong—Staff Writer

The nerves start to tingle. The players’ blood
pressure begins to rise and excitement swells in
the locker room. This is not the DeWitt. This is
not Iowa. This is not the Midwest. The Dordt
Volleyball team is in Idaho about to play their
first game against Eastern Oregon University, a
highly ranked team that played in Nationals last
April.
“We kind of went together, got really hyped
before the game,” said Grace Langemeier, a
sophomore outside hitter. “It was a lot of fun
and we just had a lot of energy.”
The Dordt Women’s Volleyball team flew
into Idaho on Thursday, Aug. 26, to compete in
the Fall Classic, held at the College of Idaho
this year. The team played four games during
a two-day span over Friday and Saturday.
Their competitors consisted of Eastern Oregon
University, Carroll College, University of
Montana Western, and the College of Idaho.
The Defenders came out on top – beating
every team at the tournament – in order to start
off their season with an undefeated record,
including their games against Morningside on
Aug. 25 and Briar Cliff on Sept. 1.
“I’m very happy with how the team is
starting off,” Langemeier said. “Just being 6-0
right now is a great blessing.”
 	But this record was not easy to create and
maintain. The volleyball team played their
closest game against Eastern Oregon University.
The Defenders barely took the first set with a
25-23 win. Eastern Oregon University took the
next two and then Dordt had the fourth. The
fifth set ended with a kill by Jessi Franken, a
senior middle blocker, and an error by Eastern
Oregon to end the game with a score of 16-14.
“This match had many exciting rallies and
showcased two high quality teams that are still

figuring themselves out in the early preseason,”
said Coach Chad Hanson, Dordt’s head
volleyball coach.
The Defenders did not lack fans at their
games in Idaho either. Recent graduates and
alumni from Idaho and Utah came to support
the Dordt volleyball team. De Jong said, a
recent graduate of Dordt’s online master’s
education program, brought goodie bags to the
girls in their hotel room upon arrival. Cloverdale
United Reformed Church provided lunch for the
team after the morning church service the team
attended on Sunday.
“I think a lot of the girls had no idea that
there were that many people in Idaho that were
Dordt alumni or supporters,” said Debra de
Jong.
De Jong and her family attended the Saturday
night game against the local college. About 50
other Dordt supporters sat in the stands to cheer
on the Defenders with them.
“I thought their defense was amazing that
game,” de Jong said.
Erica Bousema, the senior libero, received
the title of GPAC Defender of the Week after
her play in Idaho and against Morningside.
She recorded a high of 36 digs against Eastern
Oregon and 29 in the Morningside game.
The Defenders started off their season
strong, but it’s only the beginning. With goals
in place for this season, the Women’s team is
moving forward.
“We have this thing called four plus,”
Langemeier said. “We’re trying to just have
each of us building relationships with each
other outside of school and on the court,”
Langemeier is excited for this season and to
grow closer to her teammates.

Connor Van Hulzen—Staff Writer
The Minnesota Vikings finished their 2020
season with a meager 7-9 record, leading to
their exclusion from the playoffs.
After this poor showing, the Minneapolis
team used their offseason to reload and prove
their Super Bowl window had not yet slammed
shut.
The Vikings made some splashes over
the spring and summer. They signed multiple
defensive veterans to bolster a unit that finished
near the bottom in almost every significant
category. Hopefully, it will result in a better
overall defensive product this year from head
coach Mike Zimmer’s favorite side of the ball.
At his disposal, Zimmer will now have a
future a Hall of Famer (admittedly past his
prime) in cornerback in Patrick Peterson. He
also has at his disposal a new run stuffer in
Dalvin Tomlinson, a versatile corner Bashaud
Breeland, and a veteran safety Xavier Woods.
Since Vikings fans have already called for
the firings of Zimmer and general manager Rick
Spielman, this season becomes the ultimate
proving grounds for the Vikings to potentially
compete in the Super Bowl.
Unfortunately for the Vikings, these playoff
hopes are reliant upon a patchwork defense full
of new faces and an offense led by the much
maligned and controversial quarterback Kirk
Cousins.
Aside from his now infamous, “If I die, I
die” quote from last year, Kirk Cousins did not
complete much of note last season.
This offseason, Cousins already managed

to wander into hot water with Zimmer during
his refusal to receive a COVID-19 vaccination.
Zimmer’s insistence that his players receive
their vaccine and the Vikings’ current status as
one of the least-vaccinated teams in the NFL
has become a point of contention.
Cousins’ unmatched ability to go from MVP
candidate to a walking turnover machine from
week to week will test the Vikings’ resilience
this season. He will be essential to the Vikings’
success, and if he performs in a way that
matches his $31 million contract for this season,
the Vikings may make a deep playoff run.
Unfortunately, Cousins’ week-to-week play
may as well rely on a coinflip.
One encouraging sign for the Vikings’
prospects this season is their success in oddnumbered years during the reign of Zimmer. He
became coach before the 2014 season and failed
to make the playoffs in his first year. Since then,
Zimmer has made the playoffs in 2015, ‘17, and
‘19 – missing in ‘14, ‘16, ‘18, and ‘20.
This statistical analysis means that the
Vikings will unquestionably qualify for the
playoffs and threaten for a Super Bowl title…
right?
Unfortunately, the Minnesota Vikings are an
entity which seems to be governed by no logic
or reason. The Vikings will be governed only by
chaos until on one glorious day, the team will
finally piece it all together.
Odds are, it just won’t be this year.
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The pops concert goes
digital
Glory Reitz—Staff Writer

The word “orchestra” doesn’t usually conjure
images of video game characters, but, at 7 p.m.
this Friday, Sept. 10, Dordt’s mass band and
orchestra will don costumes to play the annual
pops concert, as part of this year’s video game
theme.
In May, band director Onsby Rose sent
a survey to every current Dordt student and
incoming freshman. He provided several
options for this year’s theme, then waited to
hear back from the concert’s future audience.
“I can’t remember all the choices I gave
them,” Rose said. “There was five or six of
them, and it was very clearly video game music
that they chose.”
In keeping with tradition, each section of the
band and orchestra will follow a different video
game theme, and the audience will vote for the
section with the best costumes.
Hannah Hansum, a sophomore French horn
player, went with her section to the costume
store to find Assassin’s Creed costumes together.

“It’s a more
relaxed concert.
You get to have a
little bit more fun.”
-Hannah Hansum
“You’re not in your full black, like very
traditional,” Hansum said. “It’s a more relaxed
concert. You get to have a little bit more fun.
Not that other concerts aren’t fun, but, fun in a
different way.”
This year, the director has invited the
audience to join the band in dressing up.
Hansum expects Dordt students to “get into it”
and have fun with the theme.
Another aspect of Dordt’s pops concerts
are its use of emcee-hosted skits and banter to
carry the concert along. This year’s event hosts,
juniors Lindsay Kuiper and Sofia Bouma, are
writing their own scripts and have big plans to
make the concert memorable.
“The hardest part of this,” Kuiper said, “is
just trying to figure out both what’s expected
from a host, but then also to be unique.”
Neither of the hosts are involved with
the band, nor do they have much video game
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expertise. Kuiper studies secondary English
education, and Bouma is an English and
biology student. Both Kuiper and Bouma are
hoping to utilize their theatre experience to
make the concert and enjoyable and fun.
“We’re going to incorporate the theme into
the skits and bits a lot,” Bouma said. “Lindsay
and I do have somewhat limited knowledge of
video games, so we kind of went off of that…
we will probably do a little bit more research to
incorporate some of the other games that are in
the concert.”
Rose doesn’t boast much experience with
video gaming, either. He said he hasn’t really
played since the Atari 2600 era. So, when the
results of his online survey came back, he dove
into an unfamiliar part of the music world.
“[Rose] walked up and he’s like, ‘I don’t
play video games, so I was kinda just choosing
blind,’” Hansum said. “And we all kind of sat
down and we were like, ‘what did he choose?’
And it was good. It was good stuff.”
Rose said he sifted through music sources
with which he was familiar, searching for
popular video game music, and chose different
types of pieces based to help round out
the concert. According to Hansum, Rose’s
selection resulted in a variety of music. She
said a nontraditional concert like the pops
allows each instrument to touch on a new style
and play parts they don’t normally receive.
The rearranged part assignments come
simply from the fact that video game music and
other storytelling media uses a different style
than the classical music of a normal concert.
The number of students gathered to play that
music is also somewhat nontraditional.
Rose estimates 117 students compose the
mass band, plus another 35 from the orchestra.
When the whole group is together, Hansum said
they must rehearse in the B.J. Haan auditorium
because they don’t fit in the band room.
In fall of 2020, Dordt hosted a similar pops
concert. The theme came from John Williams’
music and was held in the gym with socially
distanced guidelines in place. Each student in
the band received two tickets for their family,
and the musicians spread out across the court.
Several students, including Hansum, missed
the opportunity to play in the concert because
of quarantine regulations. This year, the mass
band is truly “together” again.
“It’s super fun,” Hansum said. “It’s kind of
nice because you get to meet everyone.”

Free Guy: What Ready Player
One should have been
Gretchen Lee– Copyeditor
		
Of the many delayed movie releases from
COVID-19 precautions, I thought Free Guy was
overhyped. The trailer, which we had nearly a
year to brood over, featured slapstick humor, a
trope-y plot, and a star-studded cast that made
this movie look like a shallow comedy, existing
simply to make money.
That being said, trailers can be deceiving.
So, I went hoping the film would beat my
expectations.
It did.
Free Guy is the story of a non-playablecharacter (NPC) in a popular online videogame
called Free City. In this game, players commit
crimes to gain points and level up. Guy, an
NPC, is a bank teller that players are tasked
with robbing. His job is to stick to his daily
routine, let the bank get robbed, and chat with
his best friend, Buddy.
One day, however, Guy sees a female player
that makes him wonder if there’s more to his
life. He begins deviating from his usual routine
and participating in the game. This gains the
attention of the game developers, players, and
a programmer who is searching Free City for
evidence she can use to sue the game developers
for theft of her programming. What unfolds
from there is a comedic yet meaningful story
that also serves as a fun tribute to modern popculture.
Plot-wise, this story is fantastic. It is clear that
a great deal of thought and planning went into
the script. At the same time, it’s not particularly
deep or intellectual. The movie doesn’t take
itself seriously, making the experience fun.
I’m a firm believer movies don’t always
need to probe the minds of the audience or have
a deep lesson; sometimes a movie can just exist
to make the rest of the world disappear for a
while. Free Guy more than adequately fills this
roll.

In addition to a well-planned plot, this film
also hosts an excellent cast of characters. Guy,
of course, steals the show, but several of the
side characters also manage to carry memorable
character arcs. In fact, Molotov Girl ends up
being more of a central character in the overall
story than Guy does by the end.
The biggest perks of this movie, however, are
the pop culture references. Being a movie about
video games, there are plenty of references to
popular gaming streamers and other online
games. There are also other fun references to
movie franchises, like Star Wars and Marvel,
and songs that have played an important part in
modern music. However, the movie never feels
bogged down with, or oversaturated by these
allusions.
In many ways, I feel like this movie is what
Ready Player One tried to accomplish. While
Ready Player One had a decent plot and lots
of fun allusions, it lacked the character and
heart it needed to truly be an excellent movie.
Audiences need to connect with characters,
or even the most well-planned plot will feel
tedious. Free Guy succeeds tremendously in
creating likeable characters the audience can
invest in. Since it accomplished that, the popculture references felt more like a satisfying
treat for the audience instead of a bribe for the
audience to keep watching.
Overall, Free Guy is a fun movie with a lot
of heart. It has clearly been made with a lot of
love and passion and, while it’s not going to
have philosophers scratching their heads for
the next few decades, I’ll certainly be watching
it whenever I need to escape the struggles of
adulthood for a couple hours.
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Shang-Chi moves Marvel in a fresh, diverse direction
Aleasha Hintz—Staff Writer

Marvel fans everywhere have been wringing
their hands in anticipation for Shang-Chi and
the Legend of the Ten Rings.
Not only does this movie take place after the
events of Avengers Endgame, but it’s the first
new Marvel standalone film superhero since
Black Panther. Also, Shang-Chi happens to be
Marvel’s first Asian superhero, and it only took
some 20 odd movies to get there.
Needless to say, I was nervous walking into
the theatre. I had high hopes for the film, as it is
supposed to launch the next phase in the Marvel
cinematic universe. In fact, it didn’t always feel
like a Marvel movie, which is not a bad thing.
Shang-Chi is its own entity.
The movie begins by explaining the legend
of the ten rings. Whoever possesses the magical
artifact is granted god-like powers and the gift
of immortality. The Mandarin finds these rings

and uses them to conquer the world.
Shang-Chi is his son.
Basically, it has all the right ingredients for
an angsty superhero backstory, and things only
get more tragic from there (though punctuated
often by quips and jokes). The movie leaned
pretty hard into superhero and anime tropes in
the beginning, but begins to diverge as the film
progresses.
The plot eventually picks up some speed.
There are callbacks to old characters in the
MCU, the introduction of another dimension,
and some really strange CGI creatures
(admittedly this has nothing to do with the plot,
but Morris’s entrance really threw me).
One way the movie broke my expectations
were through the unique fight scenes. I expected
standard tropes: explosions, quips, and guns.
While those were present in the movie, I was
instead met with an abundance of Chinese
folklore, elemental based powers, magic, and

some sick martial arts.
The fight scenes in Shang-Chi are unlike
anything I have ever encountered in a Marvel
movie. The best fight scene in the film is when
Shang-Chi takes down several of his father’s
agents on a bus full of civilians. Meanwhile, the
bus has lost its brakes and is careening through
San Francisco.
Now, fighting in a moving vehicle is not
exactly a new invention. This has been in plenty
of films before. However, the combination
of Matrix-esque slow-mo dodges, Kung Fu,
and “your boy Cliff” live streaming the fight
coalescence into one adrenaline fueled scene.
The only problem is that this scene was
the first fight scene in the film. The fighting
that happens after that is still entertaining and
still interesting, but it also has a whole mess of
CGI in it that leaves the rest of the fight scenes
somewhat ungrounded.
Unless CGI dragons and demons are more

your thing.
Overall, the movie is definitely worth seeing.
The abundance of Asian representation, the
awesome soundtrack, the introduction of other
dimensions, and more makes sure of that. But
the movie isn’t exactly breaking any ground
either. However, it makes me hopeful for the
future of the Marvel Cinematic Universe,
especially if Shang-Chi is leading the way.
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Finding A
Dordt welcomes Geraldine Latty and Carey
home in Sioux Luce
Center
Hannah Vanderhooft—Staff Writer

It’s just before 9 a.m. on a Friday morning at
Dordt University. Dr. Gayle Doornbos stands at
the front of her classroom, waiting for students
to fill the seats of her Theological Methods
class. She chats with students as they wait for
the hour to begin and throws around theological
terms or practices the students ask about.
“Happy cloudy Friday!” Doornbos says. “It
reminds me of Washington and is making me a
little bit home sick today.”
Doornbos, 36, is a new face on campus this
semester, filling the role of Assistant Professor
of Theology. She moved to Sioux Center from
Lynden, Washington at the beginning of August.
“Where I call home is tricky to explain,”
Doornbos said.
Born in western Michigan, her parents
moved to Rehoboth, New Mexico when she
was just a few months old. The young Doornbos
spent most of her childhood in the southwest
state until her family packed up their bags and
moved back to Kalamazoo, Michigan. Though
her family lived there, Michigan didn’t feel like
home to Doornbos. So, her parents allowed her
to return to Rehoboth for her last two years of
high school.
After graduating, Doornbos took a year
off from school and worked for a church
in Seattle. She served at their coffee shop,
lead Bible studies, and helped wherever they
needed. From there, she traveled to Redeemer
University in Ontario, Canada to study Religion
and Theology. Upon finishing her undergrad
in 2007, she found herself back in western
Michigan, this time in Grand Rapids. Doorbos
resided with her parents while studying at
Calvin Seminary, working towards master’s
degrees in theology and theological studies.
Doornbos then pursued a PhD at the advice
of some mentors, the nudging of friends, and
the interest to learn more about God. She
studied at the University of Toronto for eight
years and graduated in 2019 with her Doctorate
in Theology and Theological Studies.
After Toronto, Doornbos moved to Lynden,
Washington to teach English at Lynden
Christian. While she enjoyed her work at the
school, she hoped for a theological teaching
job at a higher education institution. During
this time, a friend mentioned an opening in the
Theology Department at Dordt University. She
began her application process in early February,
underwent a series of interviews, and earned the
job.
“I always heard about the community that
surrounds Dordt.” Doornbos said. “And that
community showed up on the day I moved in,
when a handful of staff and faculty showed up
to help me unload.”
The plains of Iowa paint a stark contrast to
the mountains of Washington. Doornbos loves
to hike. When asked about her peaks from the
Pacific Northwest, a reminiscent smile filled her
face. She also enjoys cooking, spending time
with friends, and traveling.
Doornbos desires to connect with her
students. Such was evident in her Friday
morning interactions.
“I’m most excited to connect with students
and build relationships,” Doornbos said. “I’m
excited to learn about God together and make
this community home.”

Lydia Jayaputra—Staff Writer
		
For the first six weeks of the semester,
the Dordt University worship arts and music
programs are receiving a little help from across
the pond.
Geraldine Latty and Carey Luce, a married
couple from the U.K., are worship artists in
residence on campus this fall. Latty and Luce
fly in with experience as worship leaders,
songwriters, choir directors and professors at
the London School of Theology.
Their connection to campus began with a
Zoom call from Dr. Jeremy Perigo, Dordt’s
director of campus ministries and worship arts.
Perigo and his wife, Angela, Dordt’s pastoral
care assistant, know Latty and Luce from the
London School of Theology. Their families are
close friends and now reunited coworkers. From
these Zoom calls, a particular conversation led
to prayer for Dordt, leading Latty and Luce to
consider the Defender campus as a potential
temporary home. After further prayer and Zoom
calls, both families felt the Holy Spirit calling
the musical couple to Dordt University.

“It was like a switch,” Luce said. “Just by
praying, it switched from blue-sky thinking to,
‘Come on over!’”
“We didn’t give saying yes a second thought,”
Latty said. “We love Angela and Jeremy from
the heart and find it easy to walk in the Spirit
with them.”
Latty has led worship in a variety of churches
and has presided over 100 choirs, including
university gospel choirs and “Sing Gospel”
community choirs from the U.K and abroad.
Her four solo albums combine gospel, jazz,
world, and other music styles. She also enjoys
individual vocal coaching.
Luce produces his and Latty’s music through
their joint label: LuceMusicLondon. During
COVID-19 lockdowns, he produced multiple
songwriting collaborations with friends from
around the globe. He resources the “Sing
Gospel” choirs, allowing them to remain nonprofit and open to all.
Latty and Luce are both lecturers in the
Music and Theology degree program at the

London School of Theology. Their classes
include vocal improvisation, worship ministry
and practice, and songwriting. Together, they
run the university’s gospel choir ensemble.
The switch from London to Iowa went
smoothly despite COVID-19 concerns. Latty
and Luce describe Dordt’s welcome as warm
and relaxed -- even though they started their
work right away.

“We’ve loved being
in gathered worship
spaces again—
particularly where
there’s hungry
hearts, ‘cause that’s
so infectious and
affects us deeply.”
-Carey Luce
A few weeks before classes started, Latty and
Luce spent time discipling student worship
leaders and working on a few albums, both by
worship arts students and for a hymn album by
Perigo. Now they teach the WA class (Worship/
Contemporary Context), write and record
songs, and lead worship sets. They can be seen
in chapel or at Thursday night worship in the
grille. Luce rocks the piano during a jazzy
hymn and Latty lifts her hands to the students,
encouraging them to sing.
“We’ve loved being in gathered worship
spaces again,” Luce said. “Particularly where
there’s hungry hearts, because that’s so
infectious and affects us deeply.”
Three weeks remain of Latty’s and Luce’s
stay, but they plan to make the most of it.
“Ask me tomorrow,” Latty said. “And there
will be a different best thing I get to do at
Dordt.”

College, COVID-19, and the teenage dream
Aleasha Hintz—Staff Writer
For many high school seniors, college is
a quintessential ingredient of the American
dream. It symbolizes freedom, opportunity,
new friends, and learning what you love. High
school students across the country fantasize
about that fateful move-in day, hoping the
college experience presented in their favorite
chick-flick will become theirs as well.
But, because of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the freshman class of 2021 left their high school
graduation stage not knowing what to expect.
The students that make up Dordt’s freshmen
class were fortunate enough to experience a
mostly in-person year. But that year was not
without challenge. The process of moving
out of your childhood home and into your
college dorm is a dramatic change on its own,
especially for those who make long journeys
to arrive at school in the first place. However,
when you add mask policies, remote classes,
no regular vacation days, and quarantine to the
mix, you get quite an unprecedented freshman
experience.
At Dordt, one of the most widespread
consequences of the pandemic came from the
loss of community.
Because of precautions, building a friend
group became a challenge.
“It was a lot harder to make friends at first
just cause, I mean I couldn’t see their faces,”
Justine Combs, a current sophomore, said. “We
were sitting really far apart, also I could barely
hear people.”

The decision at Dordt to enforce masks
was, without a doubt, a necessary one. But
the physical barriers that COVID-19 created
between people only made it harder for
freshman to transition to college life.
Elise Stiemsma is another student who
enrolled at Dordt in the middle of the pandemic.
She had a difficulty navigating the unspoken
assumptions of how well her classmates
followed campus COVID-19 procedures.
“It made it harder to make friends because
you were forced to notice what was different
first,” Stiemsma said.
The different opinions held by the student
body regarding COVID-19 kept them on their
toes. Suddenly, the act of wearing a mask
became a political statement. For freshmen,
such tribalism didn’t provide for a welcoming
environment.
“I know there are some strong opinions,”
Stiemsma said. “And I was like, ‘I don’t want
to ruffle any feathers,’ you know? And it’s hard
because you’re ruffling someone’s feathers
either way you choose.”
When one did manage to connect and
make a friend group, it usually remained
small. A friend came from within your major
or someone physically close to you, simply
because there were not as many opportunities
to socialize. The difference between those who
started school pre-pandemic and post-pandemic
is noticeable through merely observing friend
groups.

“I felt like upperclassmen who I met seemed
to have more mixed groups from all over the
place,” Stiemsma said. “They’d have people
who I’d never met before and [they] had met
freshman year. And then anyone who was after
COVID tended to stay with people who they
had gone to high school with.”
“There’s just something about masks that
makes you not want to talk,” Combs said.
Another sophomore, Emma McGaughey,
agreed that COVID-19 affected her social life.
“There was less student engagement than I
was expecting coming to Dordt,” McGaughey
said. “There was this expectation that you have
stuff to do all the time and you’re with friends a
lot. But with COVID and masks it’s just hard. It
takes away part of your identity and I feel like
it’s harder to meet people and really get to know
new people unless you see them a lot.”
These differences have only become more
apparent to sophomores as they watch the
incoming freshman class go through WOW
Week and their first few days of classes.
The explosion of social opportunity on
campus left some sophomores feeling like
second-year freshmen, simply because they had
not experienced this before.
However, the freshmen hold their own set
of challenges, such as jumping into in-person
college classes after over a year of online high
school. Whether or not they rise to the challenge
is completely up to them.
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So, you’ve seen the puppy on campus
Katie Ribbens— Staff Writer
		
You’ve probably seen a fluffy, adorable puppy
jaunting across campus recently. Maybe she’s
even carrying a stick in her mouth or doing all
sorts of cute tilt-a-whirls. What do you do? Well,
that depends.
Sierra is my service dog in training, and I’m
raising her for Partners for Patriots. They’re a
nonprofit in Anthon, Iowa, about an hour from
campus. Partners for Patriots pair service dogs
with disabled veterans–free of charge. As a
future service dog, Sierra has certain rules that
she–and students–must follow.
First, a few details about the pup superstar
herself. She is a four-month-old mini f1b
Bernedoodle, meaning she is 75 percent poodle
and 25 percent Bernese Mountain dog. A
breeder in Idaho donated her at 8 weeks old and
I’ve been training her ever since.
I’m Katie, by the way, the person at the other
end of the leash. It’s totally okay if you knew my
dog’s name and not mine. Honestly, if I were in
your shoes, I would be the same.
I’m a puppy raiser for Partners for Patriots
and am working toward my dog training
certification so I can train additional service
dogs. My job is to raise and train Sierra through
the first year of her life, then give her back to
Partners for more advanced training. I expose
her to anything she may encounter in her future
role as a service dog and work to form positive
associations with these situations so she will
be confident wherever she and her veteran go.
I also do obedience training, public access
training, and some early task training.
Public access training refers to any training
where service dog enters a public space where
others dogs are not allowed. For Sierra, this
includes attending class with me, running
errands, or going to restaurants.
Task training is what makes a service dog
a service dog. They are the behaviors the dog
uses to help their handler. Sierra’s veteran will
likely have PTSD and may also have some
visual, auditory, and mobility impairments. She
is trained to handle anxiety that may be caused
by a flashback by jumping up and licking her
handler. This tactile stimulation grounds the
handler in the present and interrupts their
episode.
Sierra is also trained in deep pressure therapy,
during which she lays across her handler. Her
warmth and weight ground her handler in the
present and provide a very calming effect. She
also retrieves items, such as medication or her
service vest.
I will continue to build on her tasks as she
develops. However, most of her tasks will be
trained after she is paired with her veteran.
A service dog is essentially a custom medical
device, so after Partners knows her veteran’s
needs, they will train the tasks that will be most

helpful. If the veteran is losing their hearing,
for example, she will train to alert them to the
doorbell. The veteran will also undergo training
with her so they know how to best utilize her
skills.
Believe me, I love every moment training
Sierra, but it has taken some serious sacrifice.
Sleeping in? Free time? Both things of the past.
Her care comes before my own. Even so, I
would not have it any other way.
I’ve heard enough of the same questions come
up, so I’d like to address some of them below.
How did you get permission to have a dog
live with you on campus?
I have been meeting with Partners for Patriots
and Dordt faculty since March 2020. It has been
a long, thought-out process, and I am grateful
to see it come to fruition this year. A campus
is such perfect training grounds for a service
dog since there are so many opportunities for
exposure and socialization.
What is the proper service dog etiquette?
When you see Sierra on campus with her
vest on, you have to ignore her. I know how
hard that is—she’s adorable—but someday,
someone is going to depend on her to do her job.
She will give them the freedom to live their life
again. Twenty-two veterans with PTSD commit
suicide every day, so she could very well be
saving their life. When her vest is off, it means
she is off-duty, and we’d love to meet you. You
can give her all the pets you’ve been saving
up! I promise both of us are friendly and I love
nothing more than chatting about our mission.
So just remember, you might be making a
small sacrifice by ignoring the incredibly cute
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puppy, but her veteran made a huge sacrifice to
serve. This is our way of giving back!
I want to get involved. What should I do?
The easiest way to get involved is by joining
the Dordt University Assistance Animal Club.
The goal of the club is to raise awareness
for and erase the stigma surrounding people
that require a service animal. You will have
opportunities to get hands-on experience
training Sierra and volunteer at Partners for
Patriots. Find us on our Instagram page: @
du_assistanceanimalclub or email ktrbbns19@
dordt.edu
What is the difference between a service
animal, an emotional support animal, and a
therapy animal?
A service animal is specifically trained to

assist one person and is given special access
to accompany their handler wherever they
go. Examples of service dogs are guide dogs,
diabetic-alert dogs, and psychiatric service
dogs. An emotional support animal also assists
one person, but they may not be task trained
and have fewer access rights. A therapy animal
receives training to help a group of people but
does not have access rights. They can be found
visiting hospitals, schools, nursing homes, and
more.
How will you give her up in a year?
Believe me, I am so attached to this dog that
my heart hurts when I think of giving her up at
the end of the school year. The day I brought
her home, I worried that I had made a terrible
mistake–I’d never be able to part with her. But
I know someone else needs her so much more
than I do. And that’s what I tell myself (and her)
every single day. Plus, I hope to train a new
puppy after her, which means one more veteran
will get his new life-saving partner.
How did I get involved in this?
It all started right here, at The Diamond.
While I knew before I went to Dordt that I
wanted to find a way to work with animals during
my time here, it took some serious research to
find a feasible way to do so. I wrote an article
that opened the door to my involvement with
Partners back in March 2020. I then wrote a
series of articles last year interviewing veterans,
the founder and head trainer, vice president, and
puppy raisers from Partners.
I want to get involved. What should I do?
The easiest way to get involved is by joining
the Dordt University Assistance Animal Club.
The goal of the club is to raise awareness for and
erase the stigma surrounding people that require
a service animal. You will have opportunities
to get hands-on experience training Sierra and
volunteer at Partners for Patriots. Find us on our
Instagram page: @du_assistanceanimalclub or
email ktrbbns19@dordt.edu

Christian Confusion
Annette Jacobson— Staff Writer
		
There’s so many opinions, so many
unspoken rules, on what a Christian looks
like. Why? At times, our long-held ideas of
Christian living aren’t even specified in the
Bible. Yet, we hold these opinions so close that
we split off into different denominations and
different buildings when we can’t agree. That
disagreement happens a lot.
For example, members of my church argued
over what language to speak on Sundays. Some
wanted to switch to English. Others wanted to
continue with Dutch. The discord caused the
church to split into two congregations with the
new one right across the street.
That’s right. They literally built a new
church right across the street so they could
speak English. But here’s the kicker: now
both churches speak English, but the two
congregations have not rejoined. It’s incredulous
to me.
I’ll admit I sometimes find myself in a
similar mindset where the extreme option seems
the only viable one. This especially happens at
home when I hear something that makes me
wonder why I’m still a Christian.
I came to Dordt to learn more about my

faith. For the longest time, I’ve felt confused
and upset about my beliefs, or what I think
I’m supposed to believe. It’s actions like my
church’s split that cause me to waver. If our
collective faith is so strong, why must we bicker
about what language to speak or what pastor to
call? Why are we focusing on the small and
unimportant—the things that have nothing to
do with our salvation? I feel my church would
prefer a pastor who allows them to drift off
during the service instead of one who holds
them accountable for their actions.
I’m a hopeful teacher in the education
department here. My professors tell me I am
representing God through my actions, and
we read books like Uncommon Decency that
confirm these statements and my beliefs. But
when I see reports of Christians condemning
brothers and sisters in Christ to hell. I don’t see
how we’re believing in the same God.  
These people are image-bearers of God.
When we assume we can know and tell others
what God has planned for them, we are pushing
them away. And, when we depict God as a
wrathful and vengeful being who tosses us
aside when we sin, we are not promoting the

God that I believe in. Yes, God can be wrathful,
but I don’t believe he wants to see us in Hell.
He wants us to accept salvation! There has
got to be a better way to share the gospel that
belittlement.
Last spring, I professed my faith. I didn’t
do it because of my upbringing, my parents, or
even my church. I professed because my idea
of Christianity had taken shape before my eyes
while at Dordt. I had only been at Dordt for
nearly two semesters but I was already learning
so much more about what being a Christian
meant than I had ever learned in my past.
Growing up in Northwest Iowa, I feel we
don’t always take what we hear to heart. We
grow up hearing about Jesus and how we are
supposed to live, but in the end, we don’t give
it much more thought. I didn’t want to become
one of the kids in my church who goes to
church every Sunday, attends Sunday School,
and enjoys Wednesday nights, but then throws
everything they learn out the window once they
leave the church’s doors.
It isn’t surprising that many kids who attend
church stop doing so after they graduate from
high school. When first looking at colleges, I

didn’t even have Dordt on my list. In fact, it
was my mother who first asked me to look at
the campus. Not me.
I always feel awkward when someone asks
me why I chose to come to Dordt because I
don’t have a solid answer. All I know is that if I
wanted to become a person who actually loves
others the way a Christian should, Dordt was
the answer. Not Morningside, not Wartburg,
not even USD (where my parents went), but
Dordt. I didn’t care the price was almost double
what USD asked, I was determined to learn
what being a Christian meant.
Ironically, this college isn’t exempt from
this Christian Confusion any more than the
churches or schools in the area. There’s
people on campus from all over the world,
so there’s bound to be differences on Biblical
interpretation. We just need to keep our focus
on God, his being, and the salvation he offers.
So, even through lawsuits you might not
understand and Monday speakers that you
may not agree with, I believe it is important
to remember the reason we are here in the first
place.

Opinion

Learned from experience—Lessons from my time abroad
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Sydney Brummel—Staff Writer
If you have ever considered studying abroad
during your time in college, it goes without
saying that you heard at least one person tell
you, “Go. This is the time to do it.” Or, when
talking to a study-abroad alumni, you’ve heard,
“It will be the best experience of your life.”
Spoiler alert: It turns out they are right.
This past summer, I had the opportunity to
fly across the Atlantic and spend six weeks in
Sevilla, Spain. During that time, I took classes
for my Spanish minor, traveled within the
Iberian Peninsula, and built friendships with
both natives and non-natives. While I learned
an invaluable amount in terms of the Spanish
language, history, and culture, I also learned
a great deal about traveling abroad in general.
For the enjoyment and interest of any student
potentially studying abroad, here are some key
tips that I learned in my time overseas.
•Know your “why”—Before you leave,
establish at least a beginning of an answer to
that question. Why did you decide to travel to a
completely foreign place, with unknown people,
likely spending quite a bit of extra money?
Finding a “why” will add both meaning and
motivation to your time abroad. (Pro-tip: Make

your reason deeper than “to get some necessary
credits” or “I thought it would be fun.”)
•Know the COVID-19 travel requirements/
restrictions—Negative
test?
Vaccination
requirements? Quarantine? Be diligent in how
you prepare and compile the paperwork for the
travel requirements of your intended location
and airlines with regards to the virus. And,
if possible, maybe get two COVID-19 tests
conducted before leaving. You never know
if your clinic will fail to complete the test or
neglect to tell you about the missing results.
This might prevent you from boarding the
plane, thus missing two weeks of your program.
Just be prepared.
•Limit screen time—I know that your

Wait, Dordt has E-sports?
Zac VanderLey— Staff Writer

Dordt has officially entered the world of
video games.
A new game room resides in the basement
of Covenant Hall: five Titan chairs, a 65-inch
OLED TV, one PS5, a Nintendo switch, and
five high-end PCs with colorful flashing LEDs
on the keyboards. On the stone wall hangs a
Pacman LED sign along with a Dordt E-sports
sign. This will be the home of the new Dordt
E-Sports and tabletop club.
When I heard about this new development
over the summer, I threw my phone across
the room and then called my roommate. I
remember my first experience at Dordt as a
freshman: sweat dripping into my eyes in the
air-conditionless East Hall. One box fan from
Walmart blew hot air through my gray Dordt
t-shirt, and I wondered why I decided to attend a
college in the Midwest.
Three years later, incoming freshmen share
this same experience, while Dordt acquires a
PS5.
So, I asked questions; and I learned.
The new game room is not in danger of being
raided as it contains multiple cameras, requires
special access, and will have a work-study room
monitor. There aren’t many places on campus
the room could exist, and if the club expands,
then it may move to a different location. But
there’s something a bit deeper going on here.
After listening to new Student Services
member Brad Hickey—who’s writing his
dissertation on video games and Calvinism—I
began to see that Dordt entering the E-Sports
realm is not only smart; it’s also quite reformed.
Now, I’m by no means a gamer. Just ask
my roommates over the past two years. I will
only play two video games (although I did have
a long run with Pokemon Go): Super Smash
Brothers and NBA 2k. When I play those games
and choose King Dedede or Nikola Jokic’s
Denver Nuggets, I rarely lose—but I don’t have
the time or desire for consistent gaming.
That being said, I’ve lived around gaming
culture for the past two years: the toxicity
of both online Rainbow Six Siege and For
Honor, Brawlhalla, Minecraft shenanigans,
Warzone, that two-week period of Fall Guys,
and everything in between (thank goodness
my roommates didn’t play much Fortnite). The
intricacies of the coding and graphic design
within some games require an artist. However,
I will always choose to read a book, play guitar,

or play pick-up basketball in my free time.
Video games aren’t inherently bad, nor
are they inherently good. I have watched
my previous roommates spend hours upon
hours staring at screens, wearing headsets,
and communicating with people in different
locations, but this can lead to genuine
community. Dordt has never had community
for those who love to play video games, so
they have been forced into their rooms. While
I would love to see AC in North and East one
day, this new game room will serve the needs of
a population at Dordt that has remained mostly
untouched by the school.
Hickey and I discussed the ethics within
video games, leading to the big Dordt question:
Can you play video games Christianly?
We think so, at least.
I still struggle with the open-world games
that involve ruthless killing and sexually
suggestive material, but plenty of Christians
watch TV shows with the same content. Video
games are just another medium where people
connect with one another while learning about
themselves. Video games can be introspective;
and we all could spend more time reflecting on
who we are. The people who play these games
enter a new world, similar to the magic of
reading a book or watching a movie. If our God
is totally sovereign, then why shouldn’t we be
able to enter the digital world of video games
and transform it?
Let me be clear, addiction to video games
isn’t healthy. All the online toxicity—the racist
jokes, sexual jokes, stupid memes—is not being
embraced by Dordt’s E-sport club. It’s easy
to blame video games for the addiction, and
certainly the medium contributes, but addiction
is just our totally depraved desires kicking
in again. I’m not arguing for us to leave this
world in favor of the digital world; I’m merely
suggesting that maybe the digital world is a
part of our complex world. Thus, Christians
shouldn’t be absent from it.
I did not begin writing this piece in support
of E-Sports or my college’s desire to invest
in them. But after hearing the stories of those
impacted by gaming, seeing the friendships
formed through them, and thinking on the
trajectory of our world, I opened my mind.
I wish more people listened to the stories of
others, especially those they disagree with.
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favorite TV series may be a comforting taste
of home for when you are so far away from
it. However, in an entirely new place with so
many things to explore, I would encourage you
to minimize screen time and venture outside of
your bedroom. You are studying abroad, after
all. You have the potential to live out your own
Netflix drama. And remember—quarantine
during the pandemic is still a possibility.
That’s when you really may need on-screen
entertainment.
•Stay in touch with home—One of the most
difficult parts of living abroad, as so many
people will tell you, is homesickness. No
matter how wonderful your host city is, there
will likely be a piece of your heart longing for
familiarity. Do not be ashamed of the FaceTime
calls you make or the text messages you send.
For me, staying connected with home meant
I had a constant reminder from loved ones to
fully enjoy my time away.
•Enjoy your new home —As wonderful as
your family and friends are, you are in a place
that is calling you to explore it. You have
another home now. How awesome is that? Do
your homework, meet new people, and immerse
yourself in the native culture. You can tell your
loved ones about it afterward.
•Embrace the new independence—Traveling
to another country or even another state by
yourself is intimidating, even terrifying. Still,
there is a sense of confidence you can gain from
figuring out an important chapter of your life on
your own. After successfully navigating another

country’s winding streets, ordering a favorite
dish in the native language, or becoming friends
with the owner of a local souvenir shop, you
cannot help but feel independent. Celebrate that
growth—responsibly.
•Hit the big tourist spots—I know what some
of you are thinking—This sounds cliché. Don’t
be that tourist. Hear me out, though. If you find
yourself near some famous landmarks, go. See
the monuments and snap a picture of yourself
with them. When travel is still restricted during
the pandemic, visiting those popular sites will
prove even more special just because there are
far less tourists already there to crowd the view.
•Get the “full experience”—Don’t do
yourself the disservice of limiting your time to
just sightseeing. Don’t just watch the culture:
live in it. Hit up a niche restaurant and try some
dish whose name you don’t understand. Wander
the streets without any real purpose except to
admire the vibrant life of a beautiful people. If
you live with a host family, get to know them
and their stories. When else will you get to
experience a new culture at such an intimate
level?
•Be thankful—If you do find yourself
in a different place or a foreign country
surrounded by new people, spend regular
moments in gratitude. Be thankful for who
you’re with, where you are, and how you got
there. Especially in the time of a pandemic,
appreciate the fact that you get to be there, not
out of necessity, but out of choice. Wherever
you end up going, acknowledge the gift that
someone wanted to welcome you to their home.
Learning to humbly celebrate such a blessing
adds significant meaning to your time away.
Well, there you have it. A few points of
amateur wisdom I gained from only six weeks
abroad. Imagine what you could learn after an
entire semester. So, if you are contemplating
or planning to study abroad while you’re in
college, let me to be one of the many people to
tell you: Go. While you’re still a student, now is
the time to do it. It really will be one of the best
experiences of your life.

Tornado preparedness cont.
cont. from pg. 1
. . .“At the beginning of the year students are
getting inundated with emails,” Buteyn said.
“We don’t want it to just be another email you
get and just don’t look at.”
Buteyn also mentioned the unusual
occurrence of the tornado threat in the season.
Most tornadoes in Iowa occur in the spring, if
at all. In the same way Dordt sends out a fire
safety email during fire prevention month, they
send out an email regarding severe weather

(including tornadoes) in the spring.
In an extreme situation, Butyen says there
is an emergency response team that can text all
students of a threat immediately.
For East Campus residents like Nelson,
the student body-wide email recommended
residents take shelter in Kuyper basement.
Nelson found the suggestion to run across the
campus green in dangerous weather “a little
frustrating.”
“In East campus we get ignored for a lot of
things.” Nelson said.

Dordt vaccinations cont.
cont. from pg. 1
. . . they are instead focusing on encouragement
and information.
This is an exercise for us to grow in
gentleness, patience, and kindness,” Baart said.
“We are planning and preparing and doing
whatever we can, all while trying to make
sure that everyone can get to have as normal a
semester and the safest semester possible.”
In a Sept. 1 video release, President
Hoekstra announced the campus had sustained
two positive tests since classes began on
Aug. 24. The university does not plan to
supply the student body with COVID-19
case and quarantine numbers, citing student
confidentiality concerns. Should on-campus
cases increase, though, they may begin releasing
the data.
Dordt maintains regular contact with the
governor’s office, who supplies the campus
with COVID-19 tests as the student body needs
them. Additionally, Beth Baas, director of
student health and counseling, keeps in touch
with Iowa’s Department of Public Health to
establish a firm partnership with the department
and stay up to date with the latest news.

Because Dordt has not implemented the
contact tracing system from last year, they inpart rely on students to self-report. Taylor noted
a number of students have tested themselves for
COVID-19 out of their own volition, even with
just mild symptoms.
“I see a great marriage between liberty and
responsibilities. And I think that sometimes
it’s easy to forget that those two really belong
together. And that’s when they work well, when
the two are together,” Taylor said.
Baart agrees.
“There is so much conversation in our
culture about individual rights, rather than
communal responsibility,” Baart said.
The Diamond will continue to report on the
current 46 percent vaccination status of Dordt’s
student body.
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Hey Mama: Donda Review
Sam Landstra—Co-Chief Editor

Kanye West wants you to remember her
name. The world class rapper and producer
released his tenth studio album two Sundays
ago, naming the 27-track project after his late
mother: Dr. Donda West. Donda’s one hour and
48-minute runtime outpaces Kanye’s last three
album lengths combined and includes a feature
list longer than the number of days the album
was overdue (31 to 23, respectively).
Donda’s first eight tracks, highlighted by
Jay-Z reuniting with Ye on “Jail,” brood with
desperation. “Guess who’s getting ‘exed?”
Kanye says on the track about his recent divorce
with Kim Kardashian. The rapper’s spiral from
losing his family continues on “Off The Grid”:
“And this money could never neglect me.”
Kanye cries out for his mother 60 times in the
opening “Donda Chant,” but receives no reply.
This self-righteous character turns selfless
as Donda’s narrative arc progresses. In “God
Breathed,” the egotist boasts “God will solve
it all for me.” But “Come To Life” indicates
a rightening of Kanye’s theology: “This is not
about me, God is still alive, so I’m free.” A
heavenly, minimalistic production accompanies
these end-of-album tracks.
With this, Kanye comes to honor his
mother’s memory in an edifying light. That’s
Donda, really: a eulogy to the woman who paid
for Kanye’s first studio session. Because of this,
standard music criticism on the album seems
out of tune. A rating of Donda on a ten-point
scale, misses the point. A processing of grief
cannot be quantified. Donda is Kanye’s attempt
to immortalize his mother: “And if I talk to
Christ, can I bring my mother back to life?” It
is at times raw and manic, but it’s never once
insincere or without love.
Donda reminds me of my mom.
...
The other day I paged through old issues of
The Diamond. Shelved together in the reference
section of the library, there’s ten different black,
leather-bound booklets and an armful of boxes
safekeeping past publications.
The chronicler of campus life originated in
1957. Now, sixty-four years later, I’m its cochief editor. My mom attended Dordt from The
Diamond’s thirty-third to thirty-seventh year—
from 1990 to 1994. She studied biology and
played volleyball through her senior year.
My mom played well—well enough to get
in the paper, at least. She can still set a perfect
spike today, though I wouldn’t have known it as
a kid. My dad had to do all the bragging for her:
“You know, your mom was an All-American.”
...
Mama, you was the life of the party // I
swear you brought life to the party
(“Jesus Lord,” Donda, Kanye West)
...
“It only seems fitting to start with the team
co-captain and three-year letterman, Laura
VanderZee. ‘Zee,’ who has already been named
District 15 player of the week once this year,
has shown what Coach DeStigter describes as
‘great on floor leadership.’ VanderZee is the
heart and soul of the women’s team, providing
great leadership and skill in helping direct the
team from on the hardcourt.”
(Matthew Beimers, Dordt College Diamond,
Sept. 24, 1992)
...
A few weeks before Dr. Donda West’s
passing, she delivered a keynote address at
Chicago State University—the institution
where she worked at as chair of the English
department. Kanye also attended Chicago State

Contributed Photo
before dropping out after a year.
Dr. West spoke on raising her son and how
social consciousness, racial injustice, and black
culture through hip hop affected his upbringing:
“The first is that no matter what you never
abandon your family. The second was that no
matter what, you love unconditionally.”
The address, now known to be Dr. West’s
last recorded words, is sampled on Donda’s
“Praise God” and “Donda.”
...
A few Saturdays ago, I made banana bread
with my mom’s recipe and texted her a picture
of it. Hers is still better than mine. Because
home is three states and six highways away in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, our relationship while
I’m at college is confined to these digital spaces.
My mom texts me pictures from home too,
but my favorite picture of her hangs in the
DeWitt Gymnasium on Dordt’s Wall of Fame. A
few times a semester on walks back from class,
I’ll check to see if it’s still there. This campus
was hers before it was mine.
...
I wanna scream so loud for you // Cause
I’m so proud of you // Let me tell you what I’m
about to do // I know I act a fool, but // I promise
you I’m going back to school // I appreciate
what you allowed for me // I just want you to be
proud of me
(“Hey Mama,” Late Registration, Kanye
West)
...
On Nov. 10, 2007, Dr. Donda West passed
away from coronary artery disease and multiple
post-operative complications from cosmetic
surgery.
The week following, Kanye performed “Hey
Mama,” a tribute song to Dr. West. In a stadium
of thousands, he struggled to sing the hook. At
the first verse, Kanye fell to his knees in tears,
clutching the standing microphone above him.
...
I don’t text my mom as often as I should. She
writes me updates from home too, but I don’t
write her back. I know she doesn’t expect me to,
either, but that doesn’t mean she wouldn’t like
to hear from me.
This past Sunday, my mom and I drafted
our fantasy football teams together over video
chat. She’s taught me everything I know about
that sport. At six years old, we watched Detroit
Lions games together on the basement couch.
She’d cut coupons, I’d ask what the line of
scrimmage was. When the NFL season starts
this weekend, we’ll give each other our annual
scouting report on the Lions.
Kanye West lost his mom in 2007. I’m
thankful to still have mine. Donda helps me
appreciate her more. I’ll see you in five weeks,
mom.

Why I filed a lawsuit and why
it matters for the future
Lauren Hoekstra— Staff Writer
		
When I made my final college decision
in the spring of 2018, I never imagined my
sexuality would become a point of contention
at a Christian university, earning me unintended
or indirect discrimination. If I had known this,
I may have never decided to attend Dordt
College, now University.
During my junior year of high school, like
many others my age, I looked at many colleges,
including Dordt. The Northwest Iowa school
struck me with a sense of community that
permeated every aspect of the campus: student
life, faculty/staff members, and academics. I
was told I would know the right college when I
visited— it would just feel right. Dordt, to me,
just felt right.
During my freshman year at Dordt, a
bisexual friend of mine (a year older than me)
told me about rules stated in the handbook. This
year’s academic handbook reads:
Dordt University specifically holds the
following behavior as unbiblical and therefore
prohibited for as long as one is a member of
the Dordt community, regardless of whether
such behavior takes place on or off campus:
… Homosexual relations. It is unacceptable
to have sexual relations with someone of the
same sex. It is unacceptable to marry or be
engaged to marry a person of the same sex.
Dordt University also prohibits promoting or
advocating such activity.
For little freshman me, still very closeted,
the handbook was a slap in the face. What did
they mean? I couldn’t date anyone or express
myself openly? Isn’t there only a few verses
on homosexuality that vary on interpretation
depending on your reading?
I considered transferring, I’ll admit it. But
by the time I processed everything emotionally,
I was already a year in and had made good
friends at Dordt who I didn’t want to leave.
Despite its drawbacks, Dordt was still home to
me.
After coming out during the summer in
between my sophomore and junior year, I
heard about an opportunity for involvement
in a documentary focusing on queer folks
at Christian universities. I jumped at the
opportunity, looking to educate the community
around me, many of which never have had the
opportunity to speak with a queer person. I got
in contact with Paul Southwick, our lawyer. He
informed me of the chance to participate in part
of a lawsuit as well, the initial purpose of the
ad. How could I say no to that? The possibility
of seeing myself in a history book someday,
as well changing the future of the higher-ed
system, intrigued me and drew me right in.
Three and a half months after I first
contacted Southwick, the 33 plaintiffs at the
time filed a lawsuit against the Department
of Education for giving religious exemptions
to Christian universities that allowed them

to discriminate against queer students. The
impact was incredible. We were trending on
Twitter. We were talked about in the news. I
was even on the local news station. My years
spent hiding in shame and hearing slurs and
demeaning comments about “the gays” finally
had a purpose.
Now we are almost six months after filing.
Our legal team and support team has grown.
We gained plaintiffs, putting our total at 40, and
35 of the plaintiffs have filed official Title IX
complaints against their current or past schools
on the basis of anti-LGBTQ discrimination.
Overall, we are making progress, which feels
fantastic.
During my time at Dordt, specifically before
I came out, I heard comments by professors and
students slanted against queer people, including,
verbatim, “the gays are going to hell.”
After coming out, I lost friends, including
very close ones. At first, it was painful. But
spending time in therapy and finding new
friends who accepted me for who I was helped
ease the pain. Because of coming out, I have
met so many other queer students on campus,
many of whom you would never expect.
I’ll be the first to admit I don’t have
everything figured out. I’m still trying to work
through my religious trauma and my personal
identity. However, having friends who have
stood by my side, cheering me on, has made it
all worth it.
I am thankful for my time at Dordt, but
knowing what I know now, I’m not sure if
I would choose Dordt if I could do it all over
again. This lawsuit against the Department
of Education will make sure no religious
institutions, including Dordt, can harm the
already vulnerable queer students. We are
fighting for no more sexual, physical and
psychological abuses across the country in
the name of Christianity. No more queer kids
should have to go through the pain I, and all the
other plaintiffs, have gone through.
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